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QUARRIES RESEARCH TAKES. OFF ... 


+e oe 
mere, 


Or, if the Paine idea isn't appropriate, pérhaps- -we.should. say ‘digs in!’ 
or something? 


SOBERES (Societe Belge de daecherche et d'Etude des Souterrains), our 
linked belgian society, is arranging an International Congress of 
Subterraneologie on 47th - 14th July 1987 at 2eves, a. few kilometres to 
the north of Charleroi in Belgium. Transport to and from Charleroi 
station is expected to be.available. “Papers on any underground research 


topics are invited. Further details from the chairman, or direct from 
SOBERES at rue du Warchais 50, 6311 VILLE - PERWIN, Belgium. 


The Royal Archaeological Institute is organising a residential- conference 


on free YAne and Stone Supply from 2oman Britain to the end of the 
Middle Ages, Sth - th January , at the King's Head Hotel, 
Loughborough, in liaison with the University of Leicester Department of 
Adult Education. Primarily for members of the AI, but bookings from 
non-members may be accepted if places are available. Speakers and 


subjects expected are as follws 
Michel AUDOUY and Graham Cadman, (Northamptonshire Archaeology Unit) 
on Recent excavations on Saxon and Medieval quarries in aaunds, 
Nortnamptonshire ) 
Brian S. AYERS (Norfolk Archaeolog¢cal Unit) on Building a fine city: the 
provision of flint, mortar and freestone in medieval Norwic 
Dr. T.F.C. BLAGG (School of Continuing Education, University of Kent) on 


Building materials in oman Britain 

Tim TATTON- BROWN (Canterbury) on Building stone in Canterbur Gi 1070 = 
1500 

Francis G. DIMES (sometime Geology Museum, London) on A re-examination 
of the stone of the reculver Cross ... 

Dr. John D. HUDSON and Dr. Diana S. SUTHERLAND (Dept. Geology, University 


of Leicester) on The geological description and identification of 
building stores: examples from Northamptonshire 


David PARSONS (Dept. Adult Education, University of Leicester) on Review 


and Prospect: the stone industry in zoman, Anglo- Saxon and Medieval 


Britain 
continues ... 
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continued 


Dr. David P.S. rBACOCK (Dept. Archaeology, University of Southampton) on 
otone and Quarrying in the [Iron Age and_zoman critain 


Andrew 2OGEASON (Norfolk Archaeological Unit) on Building stone in Norfolk 
Churches 


robin ¥. SANDEASON (Geology Museum, London) on wzeigate Stone 


Dr. John 2. SENIOR (Dept. Adult & Continuing Education, University of 
Durham) on The geology.and working of stone used in northern monasteries 


Or A_unigue building stone from c. 200 to the 19th century 





Michael F. STANLEY (Derbyshire Museum Service) on ... sources for 
building stone in early medieval churches in Derbyshire 
David H. STOCKER (Inspectorate.of Ancient Monuments ...) on... a study 


of the re-use of stone in Lincolnshire 


Dr. Diana S. SUTHERLAND (Dpet. Geology, University of Leicester) on Durnt 
stone in a Saxon church fabric and its implications 


£ 96 (fully residential, including all meals) £ 96 for RAI members; 7 
£ 108 inclusive: of RAI membership for 1 year; or £ 101 for non- 2AI members. 


Further details from the Chairman, or from Mrs. Kate Fenny, Continuing 
Bducation Unit, Dept. Adult Edu catian, University of Leicester, 
University aoad, LEICESTER LE1 72H (0533) 5eehos . 


UNDEAGRUUND ARCHAEOLOGY as observed in the Merstham, Cha ldon,..and Godstone 
quarries, east Surrey 


This.8- page duplicated handout was procuced to accompany the award - winfiing 
display at. the Surrey Archaeological Society's symposium at Dorking 

earlier this year ... copies FrEE if you send a stamped addressed 
ebvelope large enough for four folded A4 sheets to the Chairman. 


SUQREY FIRESTONE and SU&REY HeARTHSTONE ... HOw DO YOU TELL 
THEM APART? 


One of. the embarrassments of east Surrey quarries and mines research is 
that we are unable, underground, to tell the difference between the two 
principle products ’ from the underground workings in the Upper Greensand : 
the stone in the working faces generally appears much the same from top to 
bottom, although benching and differential tool-marking, as well-as 

19th century written records, make it clear that different parts were 
worked for different purposes. 


Dr. robin Sanderson, Curator of the National Collection. of building Stones 
at the Geological Museum, is now tackling the problem. He receives 
numerous enquiries from’ archaeologists and architects requesting = 2 tii‘cat 
identification of building- stone samples ... whether to formation of 
origin, or to parish or particular quarry. He- has now visited one or two 
underground workings and taken a series of samples from various heights 

in the working faces for micropetrological examination ... So perhaps, 
soon, some of the mysteries will be solved! 


PIERRE & METAL DANS Le BLATIMENT AU MOYEN AGE 


This volume of essays, edited by Odette Chapelot and Paul Benoit, was 
published in 1985. Its contents include 
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S. Lauzanne on Gestion et exploitation des carriecres, i = xy 


siecles: le laconisme des cartu.aires 


Jean-Claude Bessac on Qutils et techniques specifiques du travail de la 
pierre dans l'iconograp ie medievale 

Dieter Kimpel on L'orgarisation de la taille des pierres sur _les grands 
chantiers d'eglies du XI*© au XII siecle 

Daniel Prrigent on Les techniques d'exploitation du_tuffeau_en Anjou 

Lucien Musset on La pierre de Caen: extraction et commerce, a = XVv~ 


Siecles 


Odette Chapelot & raul Benoit, Piere & metal dans le hbatiment au Moyen 
Age, Paris: gditions de l‘Ecole des Haute Etudes en Sciences 


Sociales 370pp ISBN 2 7132 0835 1 1985 


THE HISTORY OF COAL P2OSPECTING IN S@ITAIN ~ A NEGLECTED SUBJECT ... 


This note on drilling and auguring techniques by Hugh Torrens appeared 


in Geology Today, March - April 1986, pp. 57 - 58 


THE CHISLEHURST DEEP AI2-RAID SHELTE2 IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


roger Morgan (Bull SB 16, 10 - 12, 1982) has drawn attention to the 

Home Office list of post-war uses of tunnel shelters which includes, 
inter alia, brief details of the Second world war use of Chislehurst 
'Caves." This pre- existing tunnel system (an abandoned chalk mine) 

was modified auring the Second World War, at a reported cost of 

£ 29,000, to provide 15,000 bunk- places for shelterers from the air - 
raids. This capacity placed Chislehurst second only to the purpose- 
built tunnel system at Ramsgate (33,000 seat places) amongst public deep 
shelters. 8 


The Chislehurst system has for years been operated by Kent Mushrooms Ltd., 
which reportedly acquired the tunnels in the 1930s but soon abandoned 
attempts to cultivate mushrooms in it, as a 'show cave! or tourist 
attraction, complete with ‘cave guides!’ of usually doubtful veracity. 
Harry Fearman has published a transcript of what appears to be the 
standard tour commentary, reproduces a copy of the map of the system 
displayed just inside the ‘cave’ entrance, and reproduees also a copy of a 
partial survey made in 1904 in his Caves and Tunnels in Kent, itecords 
Chelsea Speleological Society 6, 23 - 32, with comments. 


Access has recently been gained to a more complete and accurate plan 
entitled Chislehurst Caves General Improvement works at a scale of 1:500 
which shows ‘works carried out for London xzegional Commissioners’, 
evidetly during the war, although the drawing (no. CC 104/1°) is not 
dated. Plans CC 104/19 and 1° have not been seen. 1b is referred to in 


the legend, and shews ‘details of works in connection with sanitation 
and ablution systems.’ 


AS rearman reported, the cave - wall tplan' appears to be a rough and 
Simplified copy, with much detail missing, of the 1904 survey, with 
extensions where formeroy blocked passages have been reopnened. 


The wartime plan shows new works in the following categories: 
Brick walls | 
prick supporting piers 


continues ... 
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continued ... 


Brick arckes 

Unlined headings ih:‘chalk 
Drains (on surface) 
Hand- rail 


Some of these features were put in for the London kegional Commissioners; 
Others being described as ‘other works! ~ only the Commissioners, though, 
were responsible for unlined headings or brick arches. Other works also 
incluced tiron columns. 


The ‘cave guide's’ commentary reported by rearman mentions 22 miles of 
tunnels (Pearman's estimate is about 6 miles) and claims First World War 
use aS an ammunition store, with light railway lines laid. So far as the 
second world War is concerned, the cave guide mentions spaces for 

15,000 people (agreeing with the Home Office list), and underground ‘shops, 
canteens, cinemas, dance halls, a hospital, a church, and a gymnasium.' 

Of all this, the wartime plan shews three canteen locationd (one in the 
fouter’ ana two in the ‘inner! series) and, added later, a 'bar' in the 
outer series; a soup kitchen is also shewn. None, it seems, called for any 
structural works ... presumably trestle tables or the like sufficed. 

No shops are marked, but of coursr further trestle tables may well have 
served. The plan shews no cinemas. or dance halls, but with up to 15,000 
people underground no doubt anything was possible! In the section 

linking the ‘outer’ and ‘inner! series there was eo aS for an 'f§solation 
ward!, a 'medical aid post! anda ‘doctor's bedroom. No ‘gymnasium! is 
marked, but the ‘cave church' is marked, around several corners on the 
right hand side, just insidethe main entrance. 


On the severely practical level, there are 13 sets of lavatories marked _ 
(one for nurses, the other 12 equally divided between ladies' and gents’), 
two ‘tab@utions areas' (one for each sex), and a ‘sewage ejection plant! 

in the south west corner of the system. Ventilation had evidently been 
carefully planned; many of the brivk walls not erected in connection 
with the lavatories and ablutions areas appear to have been intended to 
ensure efficient circulation of air throughout the entire system. Most or 
all of the new tunnelling through virgin chalk (there can hardly have been 
more than 50 metres or so altogether) seems to have been to link up far - 
flung parts of the system to facilitate circulation. This, going clock - 
wise from the ‘outer' via the ‘middle’ to the ‘tinner' series we find a 
'wentilation shaft’ at the northern limit of the 'middle' series, near the 
"~oodlands emergency exit!; a 'vent heading' westwards from the 'new cave'; 
an ‘access heading! eastwards from the ‘new cave'; a new heading made to 
link 'middle' and ‘inner’ series to the south-east.of the 'lumbago alley' 
shown on the 'Caves map'; and an ‘tair intake tunnel! in-the southwestern 
extremity of the system, evidently drawing air in via the 'No. 2 main 
entrance' located some 50 m or so to the routh of the (current) 'No. 1 
Main Entrance.‘ There were at least five ventilating fans. No. 1 fan 
(with a by-pass tunnel) by the 'main shaft‘; No. 2 fan at the eastern end 
of the 'air intake tunnel'; No. 3 fan at the base of the 'Highclere shaft! 
in the ‘middle series’; No. 4 fan at the 'Dell emergency exit'; and 

No. 5 fan in 'lumbago alley' connecting ‘inner! to ‘middle’ series. 


Switchgear to control these fans, and presumably main and ‘auxilliary 
lighting systems, was on the right inside the current main entrance; with a 
subsidiary switchboard near the bottom of the ‘main shaft.'! 


Various other special areas walled off included (aganin in clockwise 
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order: aaa 
War savings/office 
Cave office 
Citizens’ Advice sSureau 
Bureau of Human Heredity Proposed Store (? itt) 
Woolwich Borough Council Archives Office 
Ministry of Supply esearch zoom 
Pump House 7 


The plan indicates five shafts to the surface ... Church/dene-hole; the 
‘ventilation shaft' by the ‘hoodlands'! exit; the 'Upwood' and 'Highclere' 
shafts in the 'middle series'; and the ‘main shaft' in the connections 
between ‘outer! and tinner! series between the two main entrances. 
Subsidiary negotiable or emergency emtrances were the ‘'Xoodlands 
emergency exit' to the north of the ‘middle’ series; and the 'Dell 
emergency exit’ (with steps) upwards from the touter' series. Presumably 
some, though not all, of these shafts and exits were ‘new work! for the 
Commissioners. The 1904 plan shews the No. 1 Main Entrance, and a ‘slope 
drift to surface' which was to become the 'woodlands' exit; also the 
‘Upwood! and ‘Highclere' ieee and, near the ‘'Dell' entrance location, an 
area marked ‘open to surface. From this it appears that the No. 2 Main 
Entrance, the 'main shaft! ni the access and steps at the 'Dell' entrance 
were wartime 'new works. 

P4 Wis 


ICICLES BLOCK TUNNEL ... 


‘Giant icicles, some weighing as much asa ton, have crashed down into a 
railway tunnel in Northampton, blocking the main London to Birmingham line 


for two days ...’ 
Daily Expre ss 7 March 1986 


LIGHT AT THE &ND OF THE TUNNEL ... 


Commuters at Holborn Viaduct on the evening of 17 November might well 
have been puzzled by the sight of over 50 people assembling on the 
concourse and then proceeding ina. direction.other than the platformd. 
Their destination was the Snow Hill tunnel,. now: provided with conductor 
rail for the forthcoming Thameslink route. It was pleasant to see 
members from several Groupd of the (wilway & Canal Historical) Society, 


as well as friends from the aailway Cluband other organisations ... 

. Bull. Railway «x Canal Hist. Soc. 285, 
on. 4 19€ 
REWUEST FOR INFORMATION ... BURCHAM TUNNEL ... 


Harry Paar writes that an article in @ailway world for March 1965, A journe 
to Wells - next - the - Sea, referred to the legendary Burcham ‘tunnel’. 
Can anyone tell him what this me please? His address is 65. Oak Lodge 
Avenue , CHIGWELL, Essex IG7 5JA Bull. aRCHS 285, 1987. 


EA2LY SETTLEMENT IN SCOTLAND: THE EVID&NCE FROM 2EINDZER CAVE, ASSYNT ... 


This short paper by Tim Lawson and Clive Bonsall appeared in 
Quaternary Newsletter 49, pp. 1 - 7, 1986. 
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WELLS and WELL RECORDS ... EXAMPLES PROM SURREY, KENT, and SUSSEX 


Apart from being interesting in their own right, wells and well 
records are of importance to anyone researching or exploring 
underground because they provide information om the level of the 
local water table ... and thus (unless it is a 'perched' water table) 
set a maximum depth to any likely subterranean excavations which did 
not have any special arrangements for drainage or pumping. 


The earlier well records are most likely to be found in the general 
topographical and geological literature. 


Thus Thomas Yeats contributed a note on a Section of a well sunk at 


Streatham Common, in the County of Surrey (Trans. Geological Society of 
London, Ser. Jy. PD. 


"Having had the superintendence of sinking a well on Streatham 
Common to the depth of 100 feet, and of boring from the bottom of 
the well to the further depth of 185 feet, I herewith send you 
specimens: of the various strata found in the progress of the work. 
The total depth of 285 fect is the greatest which has hitherto 
been pierced in this part of the country ... 


At the depth of 235 feet we pierced the spring, which had hitherto 
supplied this place with hard water. Up to this point we experienced 
no difficultics, but such as arose occasionally from hard substances, 
which we passed through by using the punch instead of the auger ... 


The stratum of variegated clay, at the depth of 256 feet, was very 
troublesome; since after drawing the rods for the purpose of 
emptying the auger, it swelled again into the hole before they 
could be lowered. The hard rock, at the depth of 265 feet, caused 
great delay, the punch having been used three days before it could 
-be perforated ...! 









9 3 





Yeats (or, rather, his team of workmen) appears to have bored right 
through the London Clay, and into the Woolwich &. 2teading and Thanet 
beds below it. Perhaps his account should be ‘required reading’: to 
encourage all those members minded to try augering for themselves! 
Your Chairman and others, in the Croydon area, have yet to succeed in 
agugering to a depth exceeding three metres! 


Joseph Townsend, in his The Character of Moses established for veracity 
as an historian, recording events from the Creation to the Deluge ... 
Bath, two volumes, 1513 - 15) give some early information on well - making 


from a geological point of view, and brief details of a few Surrey and 
nebehbouring wells. 





At Sline House, near Warlingham in Surrey, Mr. Banion sunk his well 
three hundred and twenty- six feet, through the chalk, and yet his 
house is not on the hill, but in the bottom. At Sanderstead the wells 
are three hundred and sixty feet deep. At Wimbledon six hundred Beet, 
including the superincumbent alluvial beds ... 


To the South-east of this farm at Norton, is a new house built by 

Mr. Mortimer, and first occupied by Farmer Collier. Here they sunk a 
well, fifty feet through the bed of sand and got plenty of water, but 
expecting more at a deeper level, they went through the clay and lost 
all their water. Nothing then remained but to proceed tillthey should 
cut another fecder. This they accomplished, and had no sooner sunk 
fifty- two feet more, entirely in the Forest Marble, than the water 

rose up fifty-five feet in the well, at which level it now stands. Had 
they been acquainted with the strata, they would have saved this last 
expence. 
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At Twiverton mill near Bath, a man ~ sunk through the lyas and had plenty 
of good water, but, doubting whether his supply would continue during 
the summer months, ‘he cut ‘through the subjacent marl into the red ground 
and lost’ all his water. ... 


When cur Government wished for water to supply the barracks between Cowes 
and Newport, in the Isle of Wight, the well- diggers sunk.in a. bed of 
clay two hundred and sizsty-five feet, ‘without | Success, but hearing, 
beneath, the sound of-a rushing stream, they bored fifteen feet, and then 
hastened their retreat, which however’ they with difficulty effected. The 
water then rose two. hundred and- fifty feet in’ the well, -and so continues. 


At Sheerness, in the year 1781, the King’s well was sunk, by means of 
kurbs, through clay, quick - sands, and gravel, three hundred and thirty 
feet, when, upon. boring, the. whole bottom. of the well blew up, and it was 
with ‘difficulty the workmen escaped the torrents of water that followed 
them. The issuing stream: was mixed with sand, which ascended forty feet 
in the bottom of the well,..at which height it’ still remains. The water 
rose in six hours one hundred and. eighty= nine feet, and in a few days 
came within eight feet of the top of the well ee 


The skilful geologist has no. need -of the..vi ula divinatoria to inform him, 
where springs are to be found. He knows that they every where exist, and 


that, to give them vent, he has nothing to do but to verforate either the 
argillaceous, cr the rock stratum, by which they are confined. Or in 
other words, he is certain, that beneath any given spoy, a spring may be 
created by sinking through the next rock, superincumbent on the stratum of 
water, which has been filtratec through it, and now flows beneath it .. 


The imposter, with his divining rod, may. i perfectly safe. in putting his 
foot upon a Spo¥ and saying’ sink here, and you will find water; because, 
sink where you please, and, if you sink deep enough, a stratum of water 
will be found. But he has never yet ventured to say at what depth his 
springs would issue. This the geologist alone can tell. 


TO_ BE: CONTINUED 


— 


BalTAIN'S LONGEST MOTO.WAY TUNNEL OPENS AHEAD OF TIME ... 


The longest tunnel in the British motorway network will be. opened to 
traffic next month, about three months ahead cof schedule. It is the 
1300 - yard tunnel which will carry traffic on the Great North toad, the 
A1l(M), under Hatfield, and will be formally opened by the. Duke of 


Kent on December 10. | The Times, 10 November 1986 


. 


GLASGOW CLOSES a SUBWAY anaes em 


A three + page article by ‘David Howard (nai Civil Engineer 682, 20 Neel 
1986) ‘describes the history and decline of Glasgow's ‘unique tunnel and 
lift shaft .ssystem, built 1895, to take horses and carts under the Clyde; 
the shafts are to be filled. 


THR MAAtGsATE SHELL GAOTTO asks 


in article by Dietrich Manske, Nochmals zur Muschelgrotte von Margate 
in der Grafschaft Kent (Grossbritannien ) appeared in Der, Erdstall 13, 


pp. 93 - 95 and 130, 1987. 


SYDNEY HA:tBOUL TUNNEL ... 


.. The New South Wales Government has approved the construction of a 
£ 130 million road tunnel under Sydney Harbour ... 
The Times, 28 april 87 
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THAMES TUNNEL TO CHANNEL TUNNEL ... 150 YEARS OF CIVIL ENGINEERING 


This work is not, despite its title, a history of tunnelling ... and it 
contains nothing relating to any of the actual bits of Ghannel Tunnel 
made or planned. The book consists of extracts from the journal of the 
Instituion of Civil Engineers, and is published to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the first publication of the Minutes of the Proceedings of 
the Institution of Civil Engineers. Of the reprinted papers, the following 
will be of interest to 'subterraneologtdats' ... 

fel. Bruhel, An account of the actual state of the works of the 


Thames Tunnel (originally published T840, in pages 16 - 19 of the 
present volume) 


J.W. Bazalgette, On the main drainage of London, and the interception 
of sewage from the ver Thames IBGE in pages 107 - T49) 
Other papers range as far away from terra firma as one on ‘An udform 


syster of screw threads' by Whitworth, and one on 'The Skylon' (of the 
1951 Exhibition) by Samuely and Ward. 


Will Howie & Mike Chrimes (edrs), Thames Tunnel to Channel Tunnel. 
150 years of civil engineering. Selected papers from the journal of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers published to celebrate its 150th 
rir reel London: Thomas Telford, (iv) + 294pp ISBN O 7277 0396 x 
» £15 


WELL HISTORY 


wells ancient and modern - an historical review, by U.J. Hardcastle, 


is sg Shi (T1987) in the Quarterly Journal of Engineering: Geology 20, 
231 - 38. 


OFFHAM CHAKLFIT TRAM“AY TUNNELS, SUSSEX 





ihe Offham Chakplit Tramway: its history and archaeology is described by 
T.@. Evans anc 2%.G. Martin in Industrial Archaeology Review 9(2), 
189 - 94 (1987) ... reprinted from Sussex Industrial History 15. 






UNDE2GROUND IN ITALY ... 


Attendance at the SOBE%S international conference at xeves was rewarded 
by the gift of a handsomely produce:! paperback volume on man-made and 
man-used Italian underground space ... in Italian, but with English 
summaries ... 


aes De Cindio, Le cavita epee aspetti sturice oe 
oro uti ZZO, Naples; u pino Italiano, Sexione poll, 
50 Convegno Nazionale di Speleologia Urbana ... 1987, 214pp. 
English titles for some of the summarised papers include ... 
Illustrative notes of Neapolitan subsoil. Cadastral map of the present 


caves in the subsoil of Naples 


dteconnaisance and survey of the draine’ underground passages and of 
some underground vanes of the ducal place in Urbin 


Origin and development of the cuniculus works in the ancient workd 
Artificial caves in the municipal territory at Villaricca and Qualiano 


Register of the landed property of the artificial caves in the Umbrian 
region 


The underground aqueduct in the Carmignano 
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The Teresian aqueduct at S. Giovanni in Guardiella in Trieste 


vtudies and researches on the actual condition of the underground 
passages of the historical Trieste 


Underground passages in xome 

Preliminary note of the knowledge with the Gully 

The stronghold cf Bergamo (The underground passages) 

The exploitation proposal of urban caves for pedestrian conveyance 


cunic- 2oman water whole, Capucin, oman amphitheatre and botanical 
gardens of Cagliari; morphological aspects and problems concerning the 
use in order to the public and tourist enjoyment 


roman underground aqueducts in mesoadriatic area: subject of a c§mpleted 
archaeological research 


Trip thrpugh Naples underground for the ritual meeting with the souls of 
the dead 


The Feronia Spring and the opine aqueduct at Narni, the water as subject 
of veneration and as public service in the oman Age 


The metropolitan territory of Bari; Speleokast aspects and hypogean 
installation 


teconnaissance into “Geiano Cave" 
rreliminary notes on the subsoil of Lucera and Foggia 


The historical sounding and studies on the tanks, fountains and on the 
aqueduct of the ancient Teate 


Hound table: definition of the Speleology of the artificial caves. The 
meeting of the National Commission of the Urban Speleologyin the bosom 
of the Italian Speleological Society 


SALVESEN BUYS EX- MUNITIONS STORE ... 


Possibly members may be able to locate more precisely the following site 
featured in an article sent in by Bruce Osborne from The Grocer, 
2 May 1987, p. 11... 


Following Christian Salvesen's £ 1.43 million takeover of Stowtime, of 
Buxton, John Fishburne has announced that he is standing down from the 
role of chairman of the Derbyshire dairy storage company. ... 


The majority of the capacity is ina former underground munitions 
complex run by the Air Ministry ... 


(An accompanying illustration shows 'Marsden, Fishburne and Birt below 
ground at Buxton’ ) 


BUNKE® BLUES 


Farmer Rodney Salway was angry yesterday after being denied planning 
permission for his nuclear bunker four miles from the atomic power 
station at Hinkley Point, Somerset, because it would mar the area's 
“outstanding natural beauty." He said he wanted to build the bunker 
because he feared a Chernobyl- style disaster. 

Sunday Times, 14 June 1987 


Pow TUNNEL HELPS CITY 


Underground chambers built by German prisoners of war are the unlikely 
setting for the latest communications revolution in the City of London. 
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In these chambers, 130 British Telecom cable layers are replacing 
ageing six-inch telephone cables with enough finger-thick fibre- -optic 
"Lite Lines" to circle the globe twice. | 


The underground chambers are part of the "German Tunnel" built below 
Holborn with PoW Labour during the Second World War. 


The new system will cost £ 50 million and is designed to boost the 
City's computerized dealing and communications network. British Telecom 
—, cue first stage of the project should be completed early in 1987. 


The Times, 15 December, 1986 
MANUAL OF FIELD «sORKS (ALL ARMS) 1925 ... 


Your editor had cause to inspect a” microfilm of this work, borrowed» 
via the inter - library lending scheme recently. The original volume 
had xii + 279 pp and 207 plates. | 


Shelters and dug- outs are described in pages 135 - 39; and land- mines, 
traps, etc, in pages 178 - 80. | io 


recommended depths, dimensions, and methods, including rates -of progress, 
are given for a variety of subsoils. 


STRANGE STRUCTURE at STOKB.PARK, near BeISTOL ... 


David Lambert wrote ‘to Country Life 181(10), p. 134 (5 March 1987) to. 
enquire about a subterranean passageway (photograph of entrance: published) 
in woods at Stoke Park. : 


It is a subterranean passageway or tunnel, built on a aioper Its 
higher entrance is a low arch of undressed stone; the other is about 
7 ft. high, arched again, with “arms" of drystone wall extending 

15 Gs. Or 66, GO: 61 ther side. The passageway is about 20 ft. Long, 
paved, walléd and vaulted inside : 


Halfway along the vault there is a circular skylight. Just inside 

the. higher arch there is a step, but too high - about 2 ft 6 in - for 
pedestrian use. Outside, a shallow trench leads in a curve about 50 yd 
to this aren, from a large pool or cistern - approximately 30 ft by 

20 ft - built in the same style. This may suggest that the structure 
was a water feature rather than a passageway: a small valley falls 
away below, and this could certainly have contained a stream or cascade 


PROPATY WITH CAVE FOR SALE IN REIGATE ... 


Knight Frank & ekutley have offered for sale ‘An interesting property 
with great potential situated in reigate town centre ... ', namely 
Slipshoe House, 6 Slipshoe Street, wxeigate ... about 2,300 square fect, 
12 rooms, cave, 2 outbuildings, walled garden, with vehicular access. 
Offers’ tin the region of £ 175,000 are invited 


HISTO.uC COVE.t - UP .. 


An ancient well on the site of a Charles II hunting lodge at Norwood 
Grove Mansions, Gibsons Hill (Croydon), has had to be capped. ... 


The well ... was located at the end of a tunnel under a brick arched 
dome. The only covering was a flagstone with water coming right to the 
top of the well, found to be 185 feet deep. 
Croydon Advertiser, 3° april 
1987 


